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SOARing Eagles 

 
Congratulations to December’s SOARing Eagles! In 
addition to receiving a certificate and having their 
picture placed on the PBIS Reward Wall they also 
joined Mr. Tonn for pizza lunch and games.  Winners 
include: Gabrielle Sapienza, Morgan Buford, Owen 
Harville, Anna Lopacki, Brandon Draggoo, Vivienne 
Phung, Cashton Parsons, Alyssa Abram, Samantha 
Lenn, Ethan Feleccia, Delano Smith, Aden Apolzan, 
Logan Piuerscinski, Kaia Kronemeyer, Emma 
Handran Olivia Mukavec, Ian McAlister, and Emily 
Clark. A few winners from the previous month also 
joined us.  
 



 

 

 
A Great Resource in Our Own Backyard 
CARE is a resource in our community that helps families and 
individuals who are experiencing difficulties with mental health 
or substance abuse. CARE's Student Assistance program 
offers families  the opportunity to receive a thorough 
assessment for children who are experiencing mental health 
issues. CARE will then provide resources to assist with 
concerns. CARE also is a great place to attend parenting classes for Early Childhood through 
Teen. Speciality classes related to anger management and play and learn groups for younger 
children are also programs provided through CARE. For more information or for a referral to 
CARE's Student Assistance program please contact our social worker Mrs. Madeleine at 
586-439-6677 or contact CARE at 586-541-CARE. 

 
Mrs. Ricci Receives Delta Kappa Gamma Grant 

 
 
Mrs. Ricci, a kindergarten teacher here at Eisenhower 
Elementary, won a $1,000 grant through the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society, a society that gives back to teachers.  With 
this grant money, Mrs. Ricci is excited to purchase many 
hands-on learning materials that will foster learning in the 
areas of math and reading in her kindergarten classroom.  
 
Mrs. Ricci applied for this grant by writing an essay on how 
important it is that our young children learn through play.  The 
materials purchased will allow her students to use their 
imagination and have fun while learning.  
 
 
 
 

 
On Our Way to a Greener School  
 
This year we have begun a school recycle center.  Elementary schools 
generate many pounds of garbage that go to landfills and oceans.  In order 
to prevent some of that trash, we have begun recycling some of our 
frequently used supplies such as broken crayons, markers, empty glue 
sticks, and batteries.  Our Green Team plans to use the crayons to make 
and sell candles to support the costs of recycling.  We hope to expand this 
in the next year to include an electronic recycling day, can and bottle drives, 
and to continue to find new ways to reuse some of the wasted materials. 



  
 
 
 
Universal Design for Learning 
 
 
 
At FPS we continue to focus on Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL). UDL is a design framework to create 
learning opportunities for all students. We will highlight some 
of the strategies that we are implementing here monthly.  
 
Student’s in Mrs. Farkas’ class are using a visual reminder 
when coming into the classroom.  The visual aid is helpful for 
the first graders to be responsible in completing each task in 
order to be ready for their day! 
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Dress for the Weather 

 
Please remember to have your students dress appropriately for the cold weather 
we’ve been experiencing. Too many children are coming without hats, gloves, or 
boots and are freezing out on the playground. They love going outside, but when 
they are not dressed appropriately, they get really cold, really fast. Let’s all stay 
warm! 
 

 
 
Student Absences 
 
When calling to report a student absence, please use the Eisenhower absence 
phone number. It is (586)439-6690. 



  

 

 
 
Ike Visits the Fraser Woods 
Retirement Community 
 
December was a fun and festive time for the 
students at Eisenhower Elementary! Some 
of the vocal music classes under the 
direction of Mrs. Lisa Paradowski wanted to 
share some of Eisenhower’s festive 
atmosphere by caroling at a nearby 
retirement community. Mrs. Lori O’Brien’s 
sixth grade and Ms. Dayna Taylor’s fifth 
grade classes were asked by the Fraser 
Woods Retirement Community to visit and 
sing holiday songs for their residents. Since 
the older classes at Eisenhower had just 
finished performing their annual winter 
program at the F.H.S. auditorium, they had 

a large repertoire of music to share and 
enthusiastically agreed to entertain the 
Fraser Woods residents! The performance, 
also attended by Santa and his elves, was 
very well received and the students were 
invited back next year! This could be the 
start of a wonderful Eisenhower tradition!   
 

 
 
Makerspace Donations 
 
We are looking for some items to be 
donated to our Makerspace. Our 
Makerspace is located in the Media Center 
and students use it to design, build, invent, 
and create!  If you are willing to donate any 
of the following items, please have your 
child turn them in to Mrs. Zombo. Thank you 
for your support! 
  

● straws 
● foil 
● coffee filters 
● popsicle sticks 
● small containers of Play-Doh 
● small foam stickers 

 

 

 
  

 

 



 
Help Kids Spot Fake News and Decode Media Messages 
 
With so much media and information coming at us through the 
television, phones, social media, and more, it's more important than 
ever for kids to understand the basics of media literacy. When kids 
can identify different types of news and media and the methods and 
meanings behind them, they're on their way to being critical thinkers 
and smart consumers. 
 
Check out these 5 tips: 
Encourage healthy skepticism. 
Help them analyze the messages around them -- from toy packaging 
to news headlines -- and question the purpose of the words and 
images they see. 
Play "spot the ad." 
When you see advertising on TV or on a billboard, ask kids to figure out what the ad is selling. 
Sometimes it's obvious, and sometimes it's not. Help them explore why certain pictures, sounds, 
or words are used to sell certain products. 
Explore different sides of a story. 
Use real-life examples to help kids understand how people can view the same situation with 
totally different perspectives. One child might experience a game on the playground as fun, 
while another might feel like the rules are unfair. When appropriate, tie this example to a news 
story. 
Discuss fact vs. opinion. 
Play around with ideas and decide which are facts and which are opinions. Ask: How tall are 
you? What's the best food in the world? Do rocks sink or float? Do you like dogs? Point out that 
both facts and opinions show up in the news, but opinion is usually labeled. 
Choose a variety of sources. 
Show kids how you get news and information from different places, and explain how you make 
your choices. Use words like "credible," "trustworthy," "respected," and "fair." As kids get older, 
introduce the ideas of bias, satire, and clickbait. 
  
© Common Sense Media 2018. Lessons are shareable with attribution for noncommercial use only. No remixing permitted.  

 
 
Notice of Discrimination 
Nondiscrimination Policy - Students, Parents and Citizens of the School District 
In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Elliott-Larsen Civil 
Rights Act of 1976, and the Persons with Disabilities Civil Rights Act of 1976, it is the policy of the School District that no person 
shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, gender, age, disability, height, weight, or marital status be 
illegally excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination during any program, activity, 
service or in employment. 
In accordance with Federal regulations, the School District has appointed the Director, Human Resources, as the Title VI, Title IX, 
Section 504/ADA, and Age Discrimination Act Coordinator. Any questions, suggestions, or complaints regarding a possible or 
perceived violation of this policy of nondiscrimination should be directed to this administrator, who is responsible for administering 
the nondiscrimination grievance procedure: 
Director, Human Resources 
Title VI, Title IX, Section 504/ADA and Age Discrimination Act Coordinator 
33466 Garfield Road, Fraser, MI 48026; 586.439.7000. 

  



 
 
 
Destination Imagination 2020 

 
Destination 
Imagination is 
an 
after-school 
activity for 
teams in 
grades K-5 to 
creatively 
solve a 
problem in 

one of the 7 challenges. This year 
Eisenhower Elementary has 4 teams 
preparing for the regional competition on 
February 29th at Henry Ford II. The 7 
Wonders are competing in the technical 
challenge this year. They have to design 
and build an invention that will solve a 
problem, then create a skit that will 
demonstrate how they solved the problem. 
The Fantastic Foxes are competing in the 
engineering challenge. This year they are 
tasked to build a bridge out of playing cards 
and duct tape-this bridge will span over an 
obstacle and hold weight all while 
performing a skit explaining an unexpected 
connection and its outcome. The “7 UP” 
team is competing in Project outreach again 
this year. They have to identify, design and 
carry out a project that addresses a 
community need. At competition they have 
to create and present a story that shows a 
character in the race against time while 
integrating their project into the 
performance. Finally, The 9 Magical 
Rainbow Friends are competing in the 
Rising Stars competition. They are creating 
a play about characters who travel from one 
planet to another all while launching a 
rocket during the play.  
 

This year Mrs. Laidlaw is taking all her 2nd 
graders to the Detroit Science Center to 
participate as Rising Stars in the Region 8 
competition. After sharing their solution to 
the challenge students will be able to 
explore the museum. We wish all the teams 
the best of luck! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Your Calendars 
 
February 5 - Cinderella Field Trip  

         (Grades 4 & 5) 
February 7 - PBIS Reward Day -  
                     Board Games 
February 12 - Count Day 
February 12 - PTO Meeting @ 5:00 
February 17-19 - Mid-Winter Break -  
                            No School 
February 24 - Spring Picture Day 
February 24-28 - Random Acts of  
                            Kindness Week 
February 25 - Book Club 
February 25 - 6th Grade Orientation @ 
                       RMS - 6:00 PM 
February 26 - Early Release Day  
                       (1:30 Dismissal) 
February 26 - Elementary Open House @ 7 
February 27 - Dan the Sled Dog Man 
                       (6th Grade) 
February 29 - Destination Imagination @ 
                       HenryFord II 
March 4 - PBIS Reward - Dance Party 
March 5 - Half Day (12:00 Dismissal) 
March 6 - Half Day (12:00 Dismissal) 
March 6 - End of Trimester 
March 11 - PTO Meeting @ 5:00 



 
 

 

4th Grade Visits the Henry Ford 
 
Last month, fourth-grade students visited the Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation. 
Students had the opportunity to visit many exhibits that showcase artifacts that have shaped our 
country and teach about the people and ideas that have changed our lives.  Students were able 
to visit the Rosa Parks bus, President Eisenhower's presidential vehicle, the chair Abraham 
Lincoln was in when he was assassinated, and the Dymaxion House. Students also had the 
opportunity to take part in an assembly line adding parts to an engine.  Their explorations 
continued throughout the museum where they were able to explore various forms of 
transportation including trains, cars, and airplanes. Here’s what some students had to say about 
the trip:  
 
Paityn Gallo said, "I loved the Henry Ford Museum. It was very interesting and fun. I loved the 
hands-on activities." 
  
Madison Stanton said, "I liked to go under the plane hanging from the ceiling.  I liked it because 
I have never seen a plane in person and I have never seen a bottom of a plane, not even in 
pictures." 
  
Kiersten Guc thought, "The Henry Ford Museum was a great field trip and my favorite part of the 
trip was that I got to go and learn with my friends." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Eisenhower’s PTO would like to thank the following sponsors 
of our 2019-2020 Fun Run, we couldn’t have done it without 
all of your support!!! 
 

Balanced Living Chiropractic  
Pine Ridge of Garfield 
Mukavec Family 
Keith Nowicki DDS 
Stainless Mfg., Inc. 
Lisa Duda, Origami Owl 
Dubay Construction 
LAC Cleaning 
The Perez Family 
All About Plumbing 
Charley’s Philly Steaks 
Think it Out Escape Rooms 
Dr. Stephen Henry DDS 
Ronald Szolack 
Prestige Home & Design LLC 
Hamilton Chevrolet 
Data Design Corp 
Tullio Silvano Marrocco 
The Family of Elektra Qarana 
Walmart #4660 
Oakridge Market 

 


